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	      Paraphrase
	Connotation
	   Attitude
	   Shifts
	    Title
	       Themes


	Study the title before reading the poem. 
What do you think the title means? 
Is the title important?
	Paraphrase the poem. 
Write each line in your own words, and try to understand the literal meaning of the poem. 
Look up any words you may not recognize.
	What meaning does the poem have beyond the literal meaning?

How does the poem use: 
· Imagery
· Symbolism

· Metaphor 
· Simile
· Personification
· Alliteration

· Rhyme

	What is the speaker’s attitude or tone? 

How does the speaker feel about himself, about others, and about the subject?
(you will state a feeling and explain). Ex. Sad, joyful, peaceful, angry, thoughtful…)
	Where does the poem shift? 
The speakers attitude will change about the topic. 
Look for: 

· Key words (but, nevertheless, however, although)

· Changes in line length.

· Punctuation (dashes, periods, colons)

· Contrasts in word choice (diction)
	Now, study the title again. 

Consider the possible use of symbolism.

 How does the title of the poem add to the meaning of the poem?
	What is the theme/central message of the poem? 

What is the poet trying to say about life or humanity? 
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Imagery(words appealing to the 5 senses)	

















Sound and Structure (meter, rhyme scheme)











Symbolism (something that stands for something else)	























Figurative Language


(metaphor, simile, personification)





























Sound	 (alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme)
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