           Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass  Study Questions 

Chapter 1

1.  Why doesn’t Frederick know his own birthday? What’s the closest he can conjecture? 

                  How?

2.  Why was he separated from his mother so early? Why was that a common slaveholder 

                 practice?

3.  Why do the mulatto children of slaveholders have a more difficult life?

4.  Why are the mulatto children of slaveholders often sent away?

5.  How is slavery justified in the Bible. How does Frederick refute that line of argument?

6.  What is the real reason his Aunt Hester is so brutally whipped?

Chapter 2

1.  Why do the other slaves esteem Peter, Isaac, Rich, and Jake?

2.  Describe the clothing allowance for the adults and children. Why are older children at 

            times naked?

3.  How did the slaves feel about Mr. Severe’s death?

4.  How do they feel about Mr. Hopkins? Does the mere fact he takes no pleasure in the

        whipping of slaves make him a good man?

5.  What misconception do people have concerning the singing of slaves?

Chapter 3

1.  Describe the injustices endured by the Barneys.

2.  What happened to a slave who answered a question honestly about his master?

Chapter 4

1.  Why is Mr. Gore the worst kind of overseer?

2.  What did Mr. Gore do to Demby? Why?

3.  What preposterous rationale did he supply to his Colonel Lloyd?

4.  What atrocity did Mrs. Giles Hicks commit? Why?

Chapter 5

1.  Why is Frederick excited about going to Baltimore

2.  What is his reaction to seeing Mrs. Sophia Auld? What amazes him?

3.  What are his new duties?

Chapter 6

1. Why does Mr. Auld reprimand his wife ?

2.  What epiphany occurs?

3.  What is the condition of the Hamilton slaves?

Chapter 7

1.  What very objective realization does he have regarding the evils of slavery?

2.  List three means for learning to read.

Chapter 8

1.  What happens to Frederick when Captain Anthony dies?

2.  What horrendous act of violence does Master Andrew demonstrate?

3.  What fate is left to his grandmother?

4.  What should have the slave owners been grateful for?

Chapter 9

1.  Why are  Mr. And Mrs. Auld well-suited for one another?

2.  What is the basic rule or norm for feeding slaves?

3.  What is the result when Mr. Auld finds Christ?

4.  Why is he cruel to Henny in particular?

5.  What has Mr. Covey developed a reputation for?

Chapter 10

1.  What kind of work does Frederick do for Mr. Covey?

2.  Why does Mr. Covey whip Frederick?

3.  What disturbing methods did he have for controlling his slaves?

4.  Why did he buy Caroline? What offense did he commit against her?

5.  How does he feel when he looks at the ships?

6.  How was a slave made a man?

7.What does Master Thomas tell Frederick when he appears, covered top to bottom in

         blood?

8.  What happens to Hughes when he interferes in the fight?

9.  What is Bill’s reaction to being asked to get in the fight?

10.  How as the battle with Covey a turning point in Frederick’s life?

11.  Why did Covey let Frederick  essentially escape unpunished?

12. Give three examples of how Christian slave-holders are the worst.

13.  How does his first plan for escaping turn out? Why?

14. What ironically occurs with his improved conditions and better life?

15.  Why does Frederick compare Master Hugh to a pirate?





Chapter 11

1.  Why doesn’t Frederick Douglass go into great detail about his escape?

2.  How does Frederick Douglass come to decide on his new name?

3.  What surprises him about New Bedford? Particularly, what illusion about slavery do  

        his observations about the town and the quality of life dispel?

4.  What code does the colored community instill to protect  everyone’s freedom?

5.  What impact does The Liberator have on his life?

